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And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; 

you are still in your sins... 
but Christ has indeed 

been raised from the dead... 

1 Corinthians 15:17, 20 
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...because the darkness 

is passing 

and the true light 

is already shining. 

1 John 2:8 



God is making all things new 
In this edition of "This Is Us", we will share the real life stories of 

some Plymouth Covenant people that affirm that God 

changes lives. We thought you might be encouraged by 

what they have to say. Perhaps these stories will somehow 

become part of the story that God is writing for you. Why 

take time to share them? "...because the darkness is passing 

and the true light is already shining." (1John 2:8). 

this is us 



Tim, pictured with his wife Leah, and their sons, Jack and Ben

"Grace is the 

foundation of 

everything."

                                        

Tim grew up at a Christian camp in Wisconsin and became 
a Christian at a young age. Through church, camp, a 

Christian school, and Bible college, he became thoroughly 

steeped in Bible knowledge. But Tim also felt like he was a 

failure for not measuring up to the high expectations of the 
Christian culture in which he lived. What was the missing 

ingredient of the gospel in Tim’s life? Grace.

Tim Everson



“If the gospel just means I get to go to 

heaven one day, but I’m going to be a 

miserable failure until then, then that’s 

not very good news.” 

In 2004, Tim had a profound experience 

of God’s love that allowed him to live 

under grace, rather than legalism. “Grace 

is the foundation of everything.” 

Last year God built upon that foundation 

of grace when Tim began listening every 

day to sermons, worship music, and audio 

Bible. Whereas before he had trouble 

getting into the Bible, now he listens to 

entire books at a time. “I was blown away 

by being able to understand God’s heart 

more and who Jesus is. Listening to 

different translations like The Message 

helped me hear God’s heart… I can 

imagine it as if I was really there.” 

Through his time in the Bible, God began 

to transform Tim’s view of himself. 

“Not only am I saved to go to heaven 

when I die, but Jesus, who never sinned, 

became sin so that I could become the

righteousness of God. I have become 

the righteousness of God. And that’s who I 

am. Anything else that tries to tell me 

‘you’re a failure, you’re a sinner, you need 

to try harder, you need to pay Jesus back 

for what he did for you,’ those are all lies. I 

have inherited everything that Jesus has 

inherited. I’m a co-heir. [I can] stop striving 

to become what God says I already am.” 

“For instance, as an addict, I came to 

understand and believe that I’m righteous 

and holy and that I’m not just an addict, I’m 

a new creation. So instead of trying to 

become free, I understand that I’ve already 

been freed and that Jesus already did 

everything on the cross and freed me from 

addiction, freed me from sin.”  

What does the Resurrection mean to Tim? 

“Jesus valued me so much that he was 

willing to die for me to restore our 

relationship. Easter reveals how much he 

loves me and how valuable I am to him. 

Also, his resurrection power is in me and 

available to me every day. There is nothing 

that can defeat me because I’m in Christ.”  



"Easter means so much 

more to me now that I 

am a Christian."

Molly was born and raised in a wonderful 

home with two wonderful parents. However, 

she was not raised in the church and had 

very little exposure to Christianity. She grew 

up and entered adulthood agnostic; she did 

not feel she needed Jesus in her life and felt 

like she had a pretty full life without Him. 

By the time Molly entered college, she had no 

one around her that was Christian or that 

practiced any sort of religion. She was 

interested in religion and the history behind 

it, so she took a few religious classes while in 

college. Molly says maybe her spiritual 

window was opening, but without real 

guidance, nothing really bloomed. 

When Molly was just about to graduate from 

college her brother was diagnosed with 

cancer. He fought the fight for 11 years, but 

eventually succumbed to his disease. 

By then Molly was married with two 

beautiful children. In Minnesota, she felt like 

it was expected that parents have their 

children baptized right after they are born. 

She says she couldn't do that. Why would she 

put that on them without even understanding 

what it meant for herself?  

Molly Moore

Molly on her recent mission trip to Kenya 



Molly was also quite angry about her 

brother’s death and could hardly stand 

to listen to one more person tell her 

about God’s plan. What kind of God 

would allow for that to happen? 

Years went by and the Moores were 

now living in a neighborhood with 

wonderful neighbors that were 

Christian and attended Plymouth 

Covenant Church. The children of their 

neighbors became her children’s 

friends. 

Three years ago, Molly and her 

daughter were invited to attend an 

event called Quest at Plymouth 

Covenant Church. This event discussed 

how to raise your daughter to know that 

she is a daughter of Christ, that she is 

loved by God, and that He wants only 

the best for her. It was a life changing 

event. 

Molly's family started attending 

Plymouth Covenant and during the fall 

of 2017, she joined the mission team  

traveling to Kenya! But before she could 

go, there was still one more step in her 

spiritual journey. Molly had not yet 

accepted Jesus Christ as her Savior. 

On November 16, with some gentle 

nudging from Pastor Randy, Molly 

chose to meet with him to discuss her 

feelings and thoughts. That very 

afternoon they prayed together and 

Molly accepted Jesus Christ into her 

life! 

What does Easter mean to Molly? 

"Easter means so much more to me 

now that I am a Christian. It’s not all 

about bunnies and colored eggs 

(although who doesn’t love a chocolate 

egg or two!). It's about knowing the real 

meaning of Easter - Jesus Christ died on 

the cross for our sins, was resurrected 

and through Him I now have a real and 

loving relationship with God! " 



Katherine and her parents, 

Shawn & Emily Fair 

"He said, 'Yes, 

Katherine, 

you are ready.'"

Katherine and her family have been attending 

Plymouth Covenant Church for a little over 

one year. They have been a part of our 

weekend community on Saturday nights and 

also faithful participants in our Wednesday 

night Awana Together program for families. 

In December of 2017, Katherine made the 

decision to publicly declare her faith in Jesus 

as part of her baptism at Plymouth Covenant. 

But her faith journey began long before that. 

Katherine Fair 

The daughter of Emily and Shawn Fair, 

Katherine has had the privilege of growing up in 

the Christian faith. Her parents have made it a 

priority to teach her about Jesus and his saving 

work on the cross. Prior to attending Plymouth 

Covenant Church, they were actively involved in 

The Church in Minneapolis. While attending that 

church, Katherine benefited from the Christian 

mentoring of two faithful women, Irene and 

Amy, one an older woman and one a college  



student. They are a significant part of her faith 

journey. These two women came alongside 

Katherine's parents to make sure that Katherine 

knew the stories in the Bible about Jesus. In the 

process, she learned that Jesus died on the 

cross to forgive her sins. That story stayed with 

her. 

One night, while Katherine was with her 

mother, she made the decision to ask Jesus to 

forgive her sins and he did! That day was 

September 23, 2016 and Katherine was seven 

years old. It marked a moment when she placed 

her life into the hands of the one whose stories 

she knew so well. It was a moment that shifted 

her own story. 

A short time after that, Katherine recalled 

waking up from a nightmare. She had 

experienced nightmares before and always 

called for her mom when they occurred. But 

this time was different. When Katherine woke 

up from the nightmare, she felt afraid. But 

instead of calling for her mom, she prayed to 

Jesus. She remembers that he answered her in a 

voice that sounded like an echo. The voice said, 

"Don't be afraid. I am with you." Katherine was 

surrounded by a sense of peace because she 

knew it was Jesus who was speaking to her. 

In the spring of 2017, Katherine and her family 

were in worship during a Saturday baptism  

service at Plymouth Covenant Church. As they 

listened to the testimonies from the people 

being baptized, Katherine began to wonder if 

baptism was something that she should 

consider. So she did what was becoming a 

familiar thing to do. She asked Jesus. As the 

baptisms were taking place in front of her, 

Katherine prayed and asked him if she should 

get baptized. The answer she received from 

Jesus was clear and personal. He said, "Yes, 

Katherine, you are ready." 

In an act of obedience and devotion, Katherine 

chose at the age of eight to be baptized. And a 

second important date, December 16, 2017, was 

added to her faith journey. When Katherine 

shares these stories, she smiles. Her faith is 

strong. That Jesus talks to her is a fact in her 

life, one she does not doubt. Her parents do not 

doubt it either. For all of them, it is both 

fantastic and a given truth. Just as Jesus chooses 

to talk to adults, he also chooses to speak to 

children. And they listen. 

What does the Resurrection mean to 

Katherine? 

She smiles and says, "I think that Easter is 

precious because that's when Jesus rose." Her 

answer comes with the assurance of one who 

knows the truth. 



The Leach Family (L-R): 

Jasmine, Emerson, Jeff 

Evander, Elias, Ellie 

"I felt like God 

was telling me 

to wait."

It was December 2016 and Elias was 10 years old. Up to that point in his life, he had been healthy and 
active, able to do what many boys his age like to do. Run. Jump. Bike. Play sports. But then his left 
arm began to hurt. Without explanation, it simply ached. Until one morning when Elias woke up and 
realized the pain was gone. But so was the use of his left arm. He tried to move it, but he couldn't get 
it to move. He was confused, but certain that it would eventually move, he kept trying. Slowly, he 
realized it wasn't going to work. He had lost the ability to control his arm. As time passed, his 
confusion turned into fear. What was wrong with it? Could the doctors fix it? Would he ever be able to 
move it again?  These questions swirled around a year's worth of searching for Elias, his parents, and 
an impressive collection of health care professionals.

Elias Leach 



That year included lots of medical appointments 

and tests. Lab work, blood work, MRIs, and a 

string of theories made long, anxious weeks turn 

into months. Elias and his parents, Jeff and 

Jasmine, prayed their way through diagnoses that 

ranged from torn ligaments, to a damaged rotator 

cuff, to a virus that had attacked his nerves. 

Eventually, Elias was diagnosed with Parsonage 

Turner Syndrome, a condition of the nervous 

system, possibly brought on by a virus, that 

interrupted the brain's ability to communicate 

with the nerves in Elias' arm, thereby rendering it 

immobile. It was unusual for someone Elias' age 

to acquire what is typically an adult disease. 

With the new diagnosis, Elias, his family, and his 

medical care team set out to find a way to retrain 

his brain to communicate with his arm. Along the 

way were skeptics who advised Elias not to get his 

hopes up. They bluntly stated he would most 

likely not use his arm again. Those were words 

the Leach family refused to receive. Trusting in 

Jesus and his ability to heal, they embarked on a 

journey of both faith and physical therapy. 

Through it all, Elias felt God telling him to be 

patient. So he did what he would normally do... he 

played baseball with the use of only one arm. 

Determined to succeed, Elias worked through the 

frustration of having to catch one handed and bat 

with an arm that could barely hold the bat off his 

shoulder so he could take a swing.

He played the best he could, all the while not 

realizing how much he inspired those who 

watched him play, including his own parents. 

His mom, Jasmine, said, "It was amazing to 

watch-he couldn’t even raise his hand to give 

his teammates a high-five but he was hitting 

homeruns over the fence and they won the state 

tournament! We kept reminding him that it was 

God allowing him to play like this." 

Elias remembers going on a fishing trip that 

summer and feeling like healing took place 

while he was away. When he returned home, he 

said his arm was 50% better. The improvement 

was so drastic, his physical therapist called it a 

miracle. It was a sign that the healing was 

coming and that God was at work. He wanted it 

to come quickly, but he said,"I felt like God was 

telling me to wait." 

His patience and faith have paid off. Today he 

will tell you he feels the healing is at 89%. He 

has almost full range of motion in his arm and 

his physical therapist says there is nothing 

more he can do for Elias. The rest is simply 

reclaiming the strength he has lost. 

What does Easter mean to Elias? 

He knows that Jesus walked a path that required 

determination, patience and focus. Elias says he 

knows something about that. He says that Jesus' 

story seems more personal now. 



Rolf and Melody Brombacher have been married for 

nineteen years, have four children, and have been 

attending PCC since the fall of 2015. After twelve years 

at their previous church, they still were not connected 

to other people and it was time for a change. 

When they came to PCC they really appreciated the 

approachability of the pastoral staff – even from the 

pulpit. “They are humble and share stories from their 

lives that aren’t cleaned up. They are willing to be 

Rolf & Melody Brombacher

"We had to take 

some actions and 

be intentional 

about things."



authentic from the front,” said Melody. “It feels 

like it fits who we want to be.” 

After a difficult time in their marriage around 

the holiday season in 2016, they decided to sign 

up for Reengage at PCC. In their words, they 

knew they "had to take some actions and be 

intentional about things.” 

Rolf especially felt discouraged about where 

they were. “I felt alone in my struggles,” he 

said. He often wondered why he felt depressed 

and anxious and if he was the only Christian 

who felt that way. 

“Our [Reengage] group was really authentic and 

real about what’s going on in their lives which 

was really helpful,” Melody said. “It made us 

feel not alone in our struggles.” Rolf added, 

“Reengage also helped us navigate struggles in 

our marriage better.” 

Melody agreed, “It provided a framework and 

opportunity to have conversations that were 

safe around topics that were challenging 

otherwise.” 

Rolf continued, “I think if we would have tried 

to talk about it just the two of us…” 

 “It would have been emotionally charged!” 

Melody laughed. 

“Reengage gave us the opportunity to start and 

continue those conversations.” 

In addition to opening up communication 

between the two of them, God has been healing 

Rolf of his depression and anxiety that he was 

experiencing just over a year ago. He no longer 

feels alone or ashamed about these 

things, because he knows he is not the only one 

who goes through them. 

Rolf shared, “having received healing around 

those areas made us open to take on a new 

challenge and…” Melody jumped in, “Be able to 

trust that God would provide. Our tanks were 

filled up more and we felt we could operate 

from a place that we could give.” So they did. In 

January, Rolf and Melody took a leap of faith 

and brought their entire family to Kenya with 

the PCC mission trip where God showed up in 

amazing ways. 

“I don’t know if Kenya would have happened 

without Reengage... It enabled us to see new 

opportunities.” 

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean to 

the Brombachers? "For us, the resurrection of 

Jesus means victory over sin and death and the 

power to live the lives that God created us to 

live."



4300 Vicksburg Lane North, Plymouth, MN 
763-559-4300     
plymouthcovenant.org 

Worship Services - Main Sanctuary 
Saturdays 6:30pm 
Sundays 9:00am and 10:30am 

The Connection: Sundays 10:30am 
The Extension: 11:00am at the Plymouth Creek Center 

Enjoying God Together 


