
   

We live in a culture that is rapidly changing. The moral fiber of 

our nation seems to be unraveling in front of our eyes. Things 

that were once shamefully hidden are now publicly celebrated.  

The previously unimaginable has become commonplace. In a few 

decades our culture’s response to Christians that believe the   

Bible has gone from respect and admiration, to marginalized   

indifference, to outright hostility. How do you respond when the 

world around you no longer shares your values, priorities, or    

beliefs and mocks the very thing you hold dear?    

 

Join us as we set aside six weeks to develop essential qualities 

that will  make it possible to thrive in a rapidly changing culture. 

During this adventure we will learn how to address controversial 

issues without withdrawing in hopelessness and despair or    

lashing out in anger and disgust. Let’s honor God with               

perspective,  humility, courage, compassion, wisdom and        

confidence. 

 

What is culture? A prevailing mindset or a way of thinking that 

includes values, priorities, lifestyle and beliefs of the world 

around us.  
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Perspective 

to know your own identity so you can 

live out your mission to love people. 

Key questions:  

Who are you? Where do you find yourself living?  

What should you be doing? 

Key Passages: 

1 Peter 2:1-12; Luke 6:27-42; Hebrews 11:8-16 
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Questions 

• What changes have taken place in our culture in the last 15 years 

that cause you the most concern and why? 

 

• When you bring up Jesus Christ in a conversation you are      

probably going to get a strong reaction. Why do people either 

hate him, ignore him or love him? (John 3:20; 7:7) 

 

• How do you respond when you find yourself out of step with the 
culture?  Have you ever been criticized  for believing the Bible?  

 

• Was there anyone in your life who said they were a Christian that 

made it difficult for you to follow Jesus? Why? 

 

• Was there anyone in your life who lived out their faith well? 

What about them attracted you to Christ?  

 

• Why would people want to accommodate the culture and adopt 

its values, priorities and beliefs? 

 

• What are the dangers of accommodating the culture in areas 

that scripture expressly forbids? 

 

• What are the dangers of isolating ourselves from culture? 

Perspective      Week One  
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Questions 

Read 1 Peter 1:4-12;  Hebrews 11:8-16; Philippians 3:20; John 15:18-19 

• Why do we need to know who we are, where we are living, 

and what we should be doing?  

 

• What does it mean to be an alien and a stranger? If we are   

followers of Jesus where does our citizenship reside? 

 

• Peter calls us to live in such a way that God is glorified by our 

behavior. We are to live so that others would someday give 

glory to God for our honorable and excellent behavior which 

they saw and experienced. How do we represent God well? 

 

• Where are you tempted to find your identity?  

 

• Does your behavior in your job attract people to God or drive 

them away? Does your life before your children make them 

want to follow God or look for an alternative? 

 

• What opinion would your neighbors have of Jesus by watch-

ing your life? 

 

• If you focus on accepting people that oppose you they may        

misunderstand your acceptance as agreement. Is it worth    

the risk?  

Perspective      Week One  
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Application to Life 
How do you understand your own identity so you can live out 

your mission to love people?  

 

• Take steps to discover who you are and where you find your-

self living. We have to uncover our identity. If you don’t know 

who you are you will be seeking approval and acceptance 

somewhere else. Set aside some time to listen to God speak 

into your soul. We are to be agents of grace that have been 

deployed in a foreign land.  We are witnesses for a good God 

to a hurting and broken world. We are dearly loved and highly 

valued but the place we find ourselves living is not our home.  

 

• Actively participate in what we should be doing.  We are to be 

witnesses for a good God to a confused world. As ambassa-

dors of Christ that want to represent him well, we are called 

to accept the people that God places in our path and love 

them while they are belittling, criticizing, and slandering us 

and introduce them to God.  

 

• You have to learn to think differently about people and your 

role in influencing them. Acceptance of people is not the 

same as agreement with their choices, beliefs and behavior. 

God wants us to receive them into our hearts and treat them 

the way He treated us. God demonstrated His love towards us 

while we were still sinning. We have to give up on trying to fix  

people and accept them and connect them to God. We have 

to love them and let God change them from the inside out.  

 

Perspective      Week One  
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Identity: Ask yourself, who am I?  Set aside some time to allow  

God to speak into your soul and tell you what  he thinks about you.  

Answer five really important questions. 

1. What makes me valuable?  

  

  

  

2. What does God say about me?  

Do you know how special you are in God's eyes? If you don't,  

that's why you're still trying to fit in with the world.   

Scripture to consider when looking at your identity:  

Genesis 1:26-27; Exodus 19:3-6; Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, 26:8; Psalm 139:13-16;  

Isaiah 43:4, Jeremiah 1:5; Zephaniah 3:17;John 15:16,19; Romans 5:7-9, 8:1, 33-39;  

Ephesians 1:3-7; 2:10; 5:1-2; 1Thessalonians 1:4; 1 John 3:3:16,4:10, 19: 1Peter 2:9; 

Revelation 2:17. 

 

 

 

3. What or who do I want to center my life around? 

  

  

  

  

4. What makes me unique? 

  

  

   

   

5. What do I need to apply to my life about my identity? 

Perspective      Week One  
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Perspective                       Week One  

We are to be agents of grace that have been deployed in 

a foreign land as witnesses for a good God to a hurting 

world with a life changing message. 

 

Key Scripture:  

“11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain 

from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live 

such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse 

you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify 

God on the day he visits us.  ~ 1 Peter 2:11-12 

 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind.” ~ Romans 12:2 

 

“You must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 

minds.” ~Ephesians 4:17 

 

“Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 

God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 

makes himself an enemy of God.” ~ James 4:4 

 

“You were transformed from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers.” ~ 1 Peter 1:18 

 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” ~ 1 John 2:15 
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Humility 

to treat everyone with respect 

including God’s enemies. 

Key questions:  

How do I treat people? What is the best way to gain influence? 

 

Key passages:  

2 Timothy  2:24-26; Philippians 2:4-18 



 10 

Questions 
• If you asked the people that know you the best, would they say 

you need to become a better listener or better at  communi-

cating what is on your mind? 

 

• Do you listen to people when they treat you with contempt or 

disdain? If no, then why do Christians do that to people that do 

not know God? 

 

• It is common for Christians to ridicule godless leaders on talk  

radio and social media. In your opinion does that behavior     

honor God and help accomplish His agenda or does it cause his 

followers to lose influence? 

 

Read 1 Peter 3:13-16; Jeremiah 29:4-7; 2 Timothy 2:24-26 

• How do you practically engage someone that disagrees with  

you in a way that is characterized by gentleness, compassion 

and respect?  

 

• Why would people that follow God be encouraged to work for 

the peace and prosperity of a godless city?  

 

• Does the Bible teach that “everyone” deserves respect, even 

God’s enemies?  If the answer is yes, then how should we treat 

God’s enemies in our day? 

 

• What would you say to a Christian who says that civil and   

friendly relationships with wicked and godless people is an      

implicit endorsement of their sin? 

 

Humility      Week Two  
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Questions 
Read Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 3:1-2; 1 Peter 2:11-17; Acts 
4:18-20;5:40-42 

• What obligation do Christians have to leaders in a society that is 

opposed to God?  

 

• Should we isolate ourselves from leaders that oppose God or 

should we  infiltrate in order to influence their decisions and   

actions? 

 

• How do you submit to authority, love your enemies and forgive 

as you have been forgiven, in a spiritually hostile environment 

when our enemies are powerful, oppose our  values, priorities 

and beliefs, and mock the things we hold dear? 

 

 

• Do the scriptures make it clear that believers are not exempt 

from following civil laws and directives, unless such orders     

contradict the Word and will of God?  If yes, then what should 

our stance, attitude and conduct be towards secular leaders as 

we obey laws and submit to their authority? 

 

• Some Christians are afraid of the world and unwilling to pursue       

authentic friendships with non-Christians. Is their fear legitimate? 

 

• We live in a world that likes to argue and cause chaos. How do 

these passages ask us to treat outsiders? How is this sometimes 

the opposite of how the church acts toward outsiders?  

 

Humility      Week Two  
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Application to Life  

Biblical humility offers respect to everyone, including God’s   
enemies, and goes beyond words to action.   
 

• Pursue a meaningful friendship with one person who 
doesn’t share your faith, values or lifestyle.  Consider taking 
the long view and building a lasting relationship with a real 
person. Over time your interest and involvement will 
demonstrate you have their best interest at heart. People 
can tell if they are a “project”, so consider investing in them 
whether they follow God or not.  

 
 
• Find ways to serve people who disagree with you. You can  

cook a meal, solve a problem or fix something that is       
broken. It is essential to do the something specific that  
they would like you to do. The two key words are specific 

and like. It is important to serve people but it is eminently 
more productive to serve them in an area that is important 
to them.  

 
• Find ways to use your position, power and influence to 

lighten the load and release the burdens of people in your 
life that oppose you.  Read Mark 10:42-45 and Matthew 
20:16 and then consider asking them one simple question; 
“What can I do to help”?  

 
• Here’s a practical suggestion for the extremely brave.   

Identify a person or an organization that opposes your    
values, beliefs, lifestyle or priorities and invest in building 
influence with them.  

 

 
 

 

Humility      Week Two  
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Courage        

to make scripture the guiding value not 

the culture we find ourselves living.  

Key questions:  

What is true? Where should I be looking for direction? 

 

Key passages:  

2 Timothy 3:10-17 James 1:16-25 
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Questions 

• Where do you feel the greatest pressure to conform to the 
surrounding culture? What makes this pressure so strong?  

 

• How do you discern when to go along with the culture and  
say “yes”, or when to oppose the culture and say “no”?  

 

• What makes trusting the Bible difficult for you?  
 
 
• Which one of the four following responses to culture would 

be best for our church to adopt and why? 
1. Embrace popular culture without any restrictions  
2. Withdraw from culture and isolate ourselves from it  
3. Get angry with culture and criticize, ridicule, and judge it   
4. Remain faithful to scripture and offer a compelling        

alternative  

 
 
• Look at the following three guiding values or standards and 

place them in the order of priority in your own life and then 
place them in the order of priority with the people you 
spend the most time.  

1. Culture  
2. Science 
3. Scripture 

 
 

• How important is the decision of which one gets priority  
between culture, science and the Bible in making decisions? 

 
• Why do some churches place science and culture above 

scripture?  

Courage     Week Three 
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Questions 

• What, if anything, does it say about the shift in our culture 
when hours after winning the Heisman Trophy, Oklahoma  
Sooners quarterback Kyler Murray apologized after anti-gay 
tweets were discovered on his twitter account from 2011/12? 

 
Read Luke 9:21-26; Matthew 16:21-26 

• Are you willing to believe the Bible and put it into practice 
even when it doesn't make sense? 

 
 

• Are you willing to risk your reputation, sacrifice your social 
status or jeopardize your economic security to follow        
scripture? 

 
 
• It is easy to be tempted to soften the message of Jesus       

because it is too uncomfortable, offensive and difficult. What 

happens if you emphasize the appealing parts of following 

Jesus like grace and forgiveness but neglect the difficult parts 

like repentance, surrender, and death? Is emphasizing the 

difficult parts equally dangerous? 

 

• Our society places a pretty high priority on comfort. How do 

you move towards becoming a “cross bearer” in a “comfort 

seeking” society? 

 

• Jesus calls people to give up their sin, change their behavior 

and die to themselves. Jesus is looking for devotion, commit-

ment and surrender. Why do people stop following when the 

path of obedience doesn’t make sense, appears too costly, or 

doesn’t seem to be working? 

Courage         Week Three 
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Application to Life  

How do you personally respond to scripture as the guiding    
value of your life? Are you open and willing to receive the     
message?  The people whose hearts are open, receptive and 
willing to receive the message will be transformed from the  
inside out. The ones who are closed, hardened, and unwilling 
will not experience any lasting changes. The only people that 
get to receive the benefits of the Bible have to do what it says.  

 

• Honestly determine what you believe about the scriptures. 
You can receive it unwillingly, full of disdain thinking it is  
archaic, irrelevant or outdated. You can receive it suspi-
ciously because you doubt that all of it is true or you don’t 
believe it is good for you. You can receive it partial-
ly because you want to reserve the right to pick and choose 
what parts of it you will follow. Or you can receive it humbly 
by seeing it as God’s life-giving instructions for his dearly 
loved children and willingly yield your life to its authority.  

 

• Personally work through your doubts and concerns about 
the scriptures. Identify the things that are causing you    
difficulties. Don’t just blindly go along without looking at the 
evidence. Honestly determine if your personal struggle is a 
matter of: 

1.  The truth, the reliability of the words and credibility of 
the authors.  

2. Your will, you don’t want to do what  it says. 

3. Your heart, your heart is hard and closed. You are not  
open or receptive.   

4. Your reputation, how you will be seen by others and what 
they will think of you.  

5. Your ability to trust, you have difficulty trusting anyone.  

 

 

Courage        Week Three 
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Compassion       
to focus on listening and understanding 

rather than talking and convincing 

Key questions:  

Where are people coming from? What do they need from me? 

 

Key passages:  

Titus 3:1-11; James 1:19-20 
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Questions 
• We live in a world that likes to argue and prove other people 

wrong. How effective is arguing in convincing people to 

change their most important beliefs, highest values, and 

strongest opinions? 

 

• What do you normally do when someone says something you 
disagree with?  

 

• Do you agree with the idea that the best way to be heard is to 
truly listen? 

 

• Which strategy is likely to be more effective: 1) trying to win 
the argument by scoffing at their perspective and crushing 
their worldview or, 2) caring about them as a person and     
listening to understand their perspective and appreciate   
their story? Why? 

 
Read Colossians 4:5-6 
• How do these passages ask us to act toward outsiders? What 

does it mean to have your conversation seasoned with salt 

and full of grace?  

 

• How important is it to communicate with the people God has 

placed in our lives with an abiding belief that they have        

inherent dignity, value and worth?  

 

• One of the greatest gi�s you can give the people you encounter 

is to learn how to share your opinions, values and beliefs in a 

construc#ve and honoring way. What do you need to change in 

order to talk to outsiders more effectively? 

Compassion     Week Four 
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Questions 
Read Titus 3:1-11 

• What does it mean to be peaceable, considerate, and “always” 

gentle when talking to someone that opposes your faith? 

 

• If the kindness and love of God can transform a person that is 

full of hate, rebelling against God and completely deceived, 

then how should that change the way we interact with them? 

 

• How does having empathy and compassion for what it is like 

for someone that doesn’t know God change the way you talk 

with them?   

 

• Why does this passage strongly encouraged believers to avoid 

arguing and quarreling over words?   

 

Read James 1:19-20; Proverbs 13:3 

• Why is it so important to listen before you speak? 

 

• What strategies have you learned to hold back destructive 

words? 

 

• Is it true that no one listens to someone that looks down on 

them with contempt or disdain? How do we listen to people 

that are focused on winning the argument and wanting us to 

change?   

Compassion     Week Four 
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Application to Life  

How do we focus on listening and understanding rather than    
talking and convincing?  
 
• Remember, it is a person not an issue. God has created the  

person and given them inherent dignity, value and worth.  If 
you can truly see them,  then you give up on your need to win 
the argument and convince them that they are wrong.  If you 
listen you will discover that people often have good reasons 
for their opinions and difficult stories attached to their           
objections.  

 
• Develop your listening skills. Listening creates an environment 

of mutual respect and admiration between people. Respectful 

dialogue can tear down negative impressions of Christianity. In 
fact, if you listen you will open doors that otherwise would  
remain closed. You can respect someone's viewpoint without 
agreeing with it. This is something our culture has forgotten. 
But as Christians, we can best engage our culture with respect-
ful and compassionate listening.  

 

• Wait to talk until God gives you something to say. God does all 
the heavy lifting, all we have to do is participate in the process. 
It is our job to care about the person and listen with compas-
sion to figure out why they are pushing God away. Pay           
attention to God’s Spirit and let Him lead your words. Our job 
is to help a person take one step closer to God. Allow the Spirit 
to help you apply the gospel to their situation. Genuine humili-
ty with outsiders calls us to speak graciously and talk with    
respect. The combination of humility and respect communi-
cates that we are a safe person where all people can come and 
experience Jesus.  

Compassion     Week Four 
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Wisdom                      
to offer a compelling alternative 

Key questions:  

What really satisfies? How do I experience it? 

Key passages:  

Matthew 5:13-16 Titus 2:1-15 
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Questions 

• Why is it so much easier to point out other people’s flaws and 
the things that are not working than it is to find common 
ground and meaningful solutions? 

 
• Christians are often known for what they are against. They  

are seen as angry, intolerant, judgmental and against every-
one and everything. What do you want to be known for?  

 
 

• Why are so many Christians known more for their anger      
rather than  their joy? How can we turn this around? 

 
 

• How much damage has been caused to people that don’t 
know God by believers that are judgmental and inauthentic? 

 
 

• Since hypocrisy is so subtle, how can we be on guard against 
it in our own lives? 

 
 
Read Psalm 7-14; Psalm 119:32; Isaiah 55:6-12 
• What are the practical benefits of spending time in God’s 

Word? 
 
 
• What is your favorite thing about God’s Word? 
 
 
• Why does God give us his Word? 
 

Wisdom          Week Five 
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Questions 
In the ancient world, salt was a precious commodity.  It added flavor to 

food and helped preserve it. Salt also made people thirst for something 

more.  Jesus wanted his followers to make the world a better place and 

prevent the decay in society . He also wanted people in the world to look 

at the lives of his followers and thirst for more. We are called to  influ-

ence the world for good. By inviting us to be “light,” Jesus invites us to 

make him present in the world and show them a better way.    Let’s  

model what it means to be his followers, so the world can get a glimpse 

of an amazing God. Helpful things done with a good attitude will be    

impossible to miss. Just as the presence of salt and light cannot be      

hidden and their absence will be noticed, the kindness of the good      

person cannot be denied. 

Read Matthew 5:13-16;  Isaiah 58: 6-12; 1 Peter 11-12; Psalm 19:7-14 
• What does it mean to be salt and light? If we are the salt of the 

world, how can we best be preserving agents actively working 
for restoration of a decaying world? 

 
 
• How are you adding flavor, creating thirst, or providing           

direction into a lost world? 

 
 
• If we are the light of the world how can we shine light to some 

of our world’s dimmest places? How do you know when it is 
time to shine light on corruption and stand against things that 
are wrong?  

 
 
• How do we become known for what we are for and use our 

influence to help lost people imagine a world the way it could 
be, then provide the direction to help them experience it?   

 

Wisdom           Week Five 
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Application to Life  

When the culture around you is heading in a direction you don’t 

agree with it is easy to whine about how bad things are and blame 

everyone else for the mess we find ourselves living. There is no 

shortage of angry people clamoring to be heard. The world isn’t 

looking for someone to win the argument or point out their       

personal inadequacy, but they are looking for a compelling          

alternative to the entire mess.  

• Pay attention to an actual person so you can personalize the 

message of the Bible to their particular situation. Learn how to 

apply God’s loving instruction to the individual lives of people. 

Resist being drawn into endless arguments, debates and       

unwinnable wars of words and offer real solutions to life’s    

biggest difficulties. People around us are hungry for God and 

looking for something to give them purpose and relieve their 

pain. Only God can remove shame, offer acceptance, provide 

intimacy, and promise hope. 

• Partner with God to address people’s deepest longings. Only 

God can meet the deepest longings of the human heart. Lonely 

people are desperately looking for acceptance. People that 

have made a mess of their lives are carrying shame and regret 

and only God can restore their honor. People longing for       

security need a relationship that will last with a God they can 

trust. People longing for approval have been crushed by other 

people’s unrealistic expectations and they need to know a God 

that takes great delight in them. We have the privilege of      

introducing people to the most intimate, loving, fulfilling       

relationship known to humanity. 

Wisdom        Week Five 
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Confidence                                    
to allow God to manage outcomes, rather 

than being overcome by fear and panic.  

Key questions: Who can I trust? What am I responsible for? 

 

Key passages: Daniel 1:1-11; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
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Questions   
• What is one of your fears living in a rapidly changing culture? 
 
 
• Is God big enough to handle your life in a culture that has 

gone crazy?  
 
 
• Can God handle your frustration, anger, disappointment and 

your painful questions? 
 
• Why is it so easy to be overwhelmed by fear and panic when 

our circumstances don’t measure up to our expectations? 

 
Read Daniel 1:1-11 

• How is it possible that God was sovereign when Daniel and his 
friends were captured and led away in chains into captivity in 
Babylon? 

 

• How is it possible that Daniel experienced suffering, anxiety, 
humiliation, and persecution as a captive of the Babylonians 
as part of God’s plan for His life?  

 

• In Babylon, Daniel was educated in the philosophies and      
pagan ideas of Babylon. How was he able to remain faithful to 
God? (Hint: verse 8) 

 

• Did the Babylonian invasion come as a surprise to God? Do 
you think God is surprised by the rapidly changing culture in 
which we find ourselves living?  

  

Confidence         Week Six 
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Questions   
• Have you ever wondered why so many people are opposed to 

Jesus? He is a threat to their throne. How do you relinquish 
control in a world that is obsessed with authority, status,    
position and power? 

• Ed Halloway provides an equation: ”Heightened vulnerability 
plus lack of control equals toxic worry,” HV + LC = TW.          
Increased vulnerability plus decreased power = fear, anxiety 
and worry.  You will experience fear and anxiety based on 
your belief of how vulnerable you are and how much power 

you have access to in order to cope with your circumstances. 
How do you release your fear and panic to God? 

 
Read Psalm 91:1-16; 1 Peter 4:12-19 
• How does it help to know that we should not be “surprised” 

when people oppose us, as though something “strange” 
were happening? If we should expect opposition and prepare 
for it, then why is it so hard? 

 

• How do you keep your confidence in God when you find   
yourself out of step with the culture? How do you proclaim a 
message that is not popular, when people are calling you    
uneducated, uninformed, ignorant, and gullible?  

 

• According to the scriptures we are not vulnerable and we 
have access to unlimited power. How do we bring our        
feelings in line with reality?  

 

• What are you avoiding that you should be considering if you 
had confidence in God? What are you considering that you 
should be avoiding?  

Confidence           Week Six 
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Application to Life  

• We have to intentionally choose the lenses with which we will 

view the world. To correct our lens we have to make a decision to 

intentionally see things differently. Your life is precious to God 

and He delights in every single detail of it! God is powerful and he 

can handle the world, He cares about you and has your best      

interest at heart. He is wise enough to make the best  decisions. 

He alone is capable and completely trustworthy to  manage our 

world. You must choose to see God as trustworthy. 

 

• We have to choose to relinquish control. We only get to experi-

ence freedom when we stop shouldering burdens we were  never           

intended to carry. Surrender is the gladness you receive when you 

realize you do not have to be responsible for all the outcomes. 

When we surrender we still have to make choices and take         

initiative. We simply realize that God is smarter than we are and 

His purposes are wiser than our desires. The person behind the 

wheel has control. When it comes to your life, who is driving the 

car? Who is in control? The person that is driving gets to choose 

the destination, the route and the speed. You even get to choose 

which lane you drive in.  In order to experience freedom you are 

going to have to toss Him the car keys and let Him drive. 

 

• Great questions you can ask yourself when you are overwhelmed: 

1. Is my fear real or am I just imagining worst case scenarios? 

2. If the fear is not real, how likely is it that it will actually happen? 

3. Is there anything I can do to positively influence my situation? 

4. What advice would you give a friend in the same circumstances? 

Confidence            Week Six 
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