
Reading God’s Mind; Praying God’s Thoughts Buddy Owens The Way of a Worshiper  

Reading the Bible is reading God’s mind. The Bible is a personal letter from God to you. It reveals His deepest 

thoughts and feelings about you. The Scriptures tell us not just what God did, but how God does things. They 

are the primary means of hearing His voice and discovering His will. So how do you let the Bible direct your 

prayer life? Let me suggest a method. 

Read for depth, not for distance. 

Stop trying to hurry your way through the Bible. Slow down and read with your ears. Perhaps I can best 

explain this kind of reading with a word picture. Reading for depth is like taking a Sunday afternoon drive. 

There are six simple steps for this kind of drive: 

1. Fill your tank. Before you open your Bible, take a moment to open your heart and ask God to fill you 

afresh with His Holy Spirit. The Bible says that it is the Spirit of God abiding in you that makes His Word 

come alive to you. (See 1 Corinthians 2:11-12,14,16) 

2. Choose your road. Select your passage. It may be an old favorite that you’ve read many times. It may 

even be the passage you read yesterday. Or it may be a new “road” you never explored before. I’m not 

suggesting that you simply open your Bible at random with your eyes closed and drop your finger on the 

page. Give it more thought and prayer than that. Consider, instead, selecting a book of the Bible, or the 

chapter from which your pastor preached last week. 

3. Slow down and take in the beauty of your surroundings, If you drive too fast, you will miss out on a lot. 

This drive is not a race – it’s an exploration. Remember, you’re reading for depth, not for distance. So take 

your time. 

4. Pull over at a scenic viewpoint. Stop and focus on a specific verse or phrase for a while. Think deeply 

on the passage of Scripture, fill your mind with it, and look at it from different angles, like a jeweler 

examining the various facets of a stone. Read it several times, emphasizing the words differently. Each 

time you read them, they will take on a deeper, richer meaning.  After you’ve read the verse or phrase 

with different emphases, try to put it into your own words. Don’t worry, this is not heresy. You are simply 

letting God know that you are listening by telling Him what you just heard Him say to you.  

5. Take a picture of yourself before you move on. The Bible tells us that the Word of God is, among other 

things, both a mirror and a light for our souls. So as you read your passage, ask yourself, “What do I look 

like in this mirror? In the light of this passage, what faults or flaws are being revealed to me that were 

once hidden in darkness?” Or to get back to our word picture, “What do I look like in this setting?” Taking a 

picture of yourself will help you remember what you experienced on your drive. And it will serve as a great 

conversation starter with other people who have visited the same road, or even with those who have never 

been there at all.  

6. Send home a postcard. This is your prayer. Tell the Father where you were today, what you saw, what 

you heard, and what you learned on your drive through the Word. It’s at this point that your reading 

begins to turn to deep, serious prayer. Sometimes it is a prayer of thanks. It might be a prayer of 

intercession for someone else. Or it might be a sung prayer of praise to God. 

 

The point is that God is leading you in prayer. He is directing the conversation. By praying through the 

Scriptures, you are now praying God’s thoughts back to God! You are, in a very real sense, agreeing with God 

in prayer. 

Your prayer list will still get prayed for. But you are no longer handing God his “to do” list for the day. Instead, 

you are handing yourself to God and inviting Him “to do” His will.  

Some days my “drive” through the Scriptures may only cover a few verses. Other days, I make it through a 

few chapters, reading, thinking and praying as I go. But always I find that my memories of the “drive” stay 

with me for the rest of the day. 

 


