
 Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation Biblical Study Tours 
Thematic Introductions to the Land Language and Literature of the Bible 

 
ISRAEL: From the Wilderness to Redemption 

With Hosts, Dr. Larry and Mary Ehrlich 
October 28 – November 11, 2017 

 
This study tour is designed to enrich the biblical and spiritual awareness of each participant with on-location 
experiences coupled with a healthy challenge to the physical and mental endurance levels. The themes of this tour 
will include ancient and modern Israel with a focus on several key events leading up to May 14, 1948 such as the 
Balfour Declaration and the famous Allied victory at Be’er Sheva (Oct. 31, 1917).   

 
Day 1 Sat Oct 28, 2017 – DEPART THE U.S. (UA5665 28OCT MSP to ORD 11:25A  1:05P; followed by LX0007 ORD to 

Zurich 3:45P   6:20A#1) 

Day 2 Sun Oct 29 – AFTERNOON ARRIVAL IN ISRAEL (LX0252 Zurich to TLV 9:45A   2:40P) and transfer to Herod’s 

Hotel, TVL – (D) 

 

Day 3 Mon Oct 30 – THE BEGINNINGS OF ISRAEL: MODERN AND ANCIENT  
Our introduction to the modern State of Israel will be at the Independence Hall Museum in Tel Aviv.  From here we will begin 

to journey back in time to the formative days of ancient Israel.  Sites along the way will include places from the book of Joshua 

and Judges such as Tel Beit Shemesh (Samson’s hometown), the Elah Valley where David fought with Goliath.  We will finish 

this day at Be’er Sheva in the northern Negev.  Overnight at the Leonardo Negev Hotel, Be’er Sheva. (B, L, D) 

 

Day 4 Tue Oct 31 – ALL FOR THE WELLS OF BE’ER SHEVA 

THE NEGEV and ARAVAH to the RED SEA:  This morning we will participate in the 100th anniversary parade in the 

modern city of Be’er Sheva to commemorate the Allied victory there October 31, 1917.  This date is also significant when 

considering the Balfour Declaration, which paves the way for the modern State of Israel.  This afternoon we will ponder 

the many facets of biblical rock and water imagery as we experience the beautiful Zin Canyon (Num 20).  Other subjects will 

include desert run-off farming and ‘spying out the land’ (Numbers 13).  Our day with end in Eilat on the Red Sea at the Yam 

Suf (Reed Sea) Hotel.   (B, L, D)  There will also be an optional snorkel opportunity in the Red Sea 

 

Day 5 Wed Nov 1 – SOLOMON’S MINES and THE DEAD SEA MINES 

THE ARAVAH VALLEY (Lower Jordan) to the DEAD SEA: This morning we will travel north through the Aravah Valley to 

Timna, a fascinating copper mining district used during Egyptian and early Israelite periods.  Here we will experience a full size 

replica of the Tabernacle.  From here we will continue north to the shores of the Dead Sea and take time for a float in the most 

unique waters at the Dead Sea.  Overnight on the Dead Sea at En Bokek (an ancient resort first developed by Herod the Great).  

Isrotel Ganim Hotel – 1nt (B, D) 
 

Day 6 Thu Nov 2 – MASADA, EN GEDI, QUMRAN and the CONQUEST OF CANAAN (JOSH 10) 
JUDEAN WILDERNESS and the CENTRAL BENJAMIN PLATEAU:  We will begin our day at Masada, the imposing fortress 

palace built by Herod the Great.  Here in the southern Judean wilderness we will consider one of the disasters of the Zealot 

Revolt against Rome during the final moments of their struggle.  We will also visit the area of En Gedi, the region where David 

hid from Saul (I Sam.24).  At Qumran we will discuss the site where the famous Dead Sea Scrolls were first discovered in 1947.  

From here we will travel to the heights of Benjamin where we will reconstruct several important aspects of Joshua chapter 10.  

Finally we will drive to the Mediterranean Coast at modern Netanya.  Overnight at the Ramada Hotel.  (B, L, D) 

 

Day 7 Fri Nov 3 – CROSSROADS AND CONFLICTS  
COASTAL PLAINS to the GALILEE: This morning we will begin our study at Caesarea (maritime) where our themes will 

include trade and commerce from the days of Herod the Great.  Here we will discuss some of the conflicts between Gentiles and 

Jews during the first centuries B.C. and A.D.  We will also reflect on the conversion of Cornelius (Acts 10) and the subsequent 

emergence of Christianity into the non-Jewish communities.  Afterwards we will visit Mt Carmel to consider Elijah and the 

confrontation with the prophets of Ba’al (I Kings 18).  This afternoon we will consider points in the Jezreel Valley, and the 

region of Nazareth (including Tzippori, the Herodian capital city of the Galilee).  We will finish this day with an overview of 

the Sea of Galilee.  First of 3 nights at Nof Ginosar Hotel on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. (B, D) 
 

 

 



Day 8 Sat Nov 4 – TO THE SOURCES OF THE JORDAN RIVER 

UPPER GALILEE AND GOLAN: This morning we will journey to Israel’s border with Lebanon at the base of Mt. Hermon to 

enjoy the nature along the bountiful springs that form the upper Jordan River.  We will discuss the extent of Jesus’ ministry in 

this northern part of the country.  Sites will include: Tel Hazor, Tel Dan Nature Reserve, Tel Dan, Banyas (Caesarea Philippi, 

Matt. 16), Nimrod Fortress (time permitting) and an overview of Lebanon and Syria. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 9 Sun Nov 5 – STRINGING PEARLS WITH JESUS 

AROUND THE SEA OF GALILEE:  Today we will explore the deeper teachings of Jesus as he ministered in the Sea of 

Galilee region.  In this beautiful setting we will give attention to various texts and traditions from his day, including the 

curious rabbinical technique of ‘pearl stringing.’ Sites will include: Capernaum, Chorazim, the traditional area of the Mt. 

of Beatitudes, Tabgha (John 21), an ancient boat museum a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and more. (B, L, D) 
 

Day 10 Mon Nov 6 - OBSTACLES FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN  

JORDAN VALLEY TO JERUSALEM:  This morning we will leave the Galilee and journey down the Jordan Valley to 

Jerusalem. Along the way we will view the principle city of the Decapolis, Scythopolis (or Beit Shean) where we will 

experience the capital of the Decapolis region.  Here we will give some thought to some of the major impediments that interrupt 

the Gospel message from penetrating the Gentile world.  Afterwards we will begin our ascent up towards Jerusalem with a stop 

at Genesis Land for an optional camel ride and biblical meal.  We will finish our day with scenic overview of Jerusalem.  First 

of 5 nights at the Prima Royale Hotel, Jerusalem (B, L, D) 
 

Day 11 Tue Nov 7 – JERUSALEM THE CAPITAL CITY  
We will begin our first morning in Jerusalem at the place where it all began – the original area of the City of David, and 

consider some of the archaeological remains from period of the Davidic monarchy (time permitting we will cool ourselves in 

the ‘gentle flowing waters of the Shiloah’ (Is 8) also known as Hezekiah’s Tunnel (bring water shoes and a flashlight). Later 

this morning we will visit Yad ve Shem (Is. 56) the Holocaust memorial to remember the human tragedy and pain which 

preceded the birth of the modern nation of Israel.  This afternoon we will visit the Israel Museum to study a model of Jerusalem 

from Jesus days and a display of Dead Sea Scrolls.  (B, D) 

 

Day 12 Wed Nov 8 – JERUSALEM THE HOLY 
Today we will consider some of the most important historic and religious sites to Jews, Muslims and Christians.  We will visit 

the famous Western Wall, which is an open-air synagogue for the modern Jewish community.  From here we will stroll along 

parts of the traditional Via Dolorosa. Sites along this way will include the pools of Beit Zaita (John 5).  There will also be time 

for discovering the rich bazaars of Jerusalem’s Old City, and Christ Church the oldest Protestant church in the Middle East at 

Jaffa Gate.  This afternoon we will also walk down the Mt of Olives and the area of Gethsemane. (B, D)   

 

Day 13 Thu Nov 9 – JERUSALEM THAT JESUS KNEW 
During our journey today inside the walled Old City and its enchanting quarters we will inspect several important 

archaeological sites from Jesus’ day.  One of these will be a wealthy high priest’s home (possible house of Caiaphas).  We will 

conclude our day at the exciting Southern Wall Excavations (or Ophel Gardens), where some key New Testament passages are 

easily reconstructed.  (B, D) 

 

Day 14 Fri Nov 10 - PREPARING FOR THE SABBATH  
To understand what it means to be a local resident of Jerusalem and what it takes to make preparations for the Sabbath, there is 

perhaps no better plan than to visit Mahane Yehuda, a modern market (like a bazaar) on a Friday morning – an unforgettable 

experience.  We will finish our time of touring with reflection and communion at the beautiful Garden Tomb.  (B, D).     
 

Day 15 Sat Nov 11 – RETURN FLIGHTS HOME (OS 860 TLV to Vienna 06:15A - 9:15A; OS 65 Vienna to ORD 10:10A - 

1:55P; and for those continuing on to Minneapolis - UA 418 ORD to MSP 5:30P - 7:05P) 

 
The material content and order of sites in this itinerary are subject to change and sometimes this is due to circumstances beyond our control.  Not all sites or study 
themes in the scheduled program are listed above.  The price is subject to change according the flux of the U.S. Dollar. 

 

Price includes round trip airfare from Chicago to Tel Aviv on Berlin Airlines (AB), airport assistance upon arrival in Israel, 2 airport bus transfers, 13 overnights at 4-

star hotels and kibbutz hotel (with 2 meals daily), luxury coach throughout, driver, JCF guide and study materials, all entrance fees (except where mentioned otherwise), 

all tips and hotel porterage, 6 lunches included. 
 

Price does not include several lunches, extra beverages at meals, items of a personal nature (souvenirs) all types of travel insurance (trip cancellation and travel health 

recommended).   
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