
   

Opening Questions: 
 What is the worst prank anyone has ever pulled on you? 

 

 What is the most difficult thing for you to believe about hell?  

 

Questions from the sermon: 
 What did Pastor Dan say that caught your attention? 

 

 What do you need to apply from the sermon? 

 

General Questions: 
Before you look at the scripture, answer the three following          

questions about hell from what you have heard from others.  

1. What is hell like?  

 

2. Who will go to hell?  

 

3. Where is it located?  

 

 What do the descriptions you have heard about hell say  

about God? 

 

 Quite a few people have a problem with the judgment and 

the wrath of God. Is it possible to have love without wrath?   

 

 How could a loving God be filled with wrath? God loves His 

children and hates what destroys them. The question is not 

“How dare a loving God be angry, but how could a loving God 

be anything else”? 
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Read Matthew 5:27–30; 7:13–23, 25:31-46, Mark 9:42–48, John 3:1,5:28-29  
 What did Jesus actually say about hell?  

 

 Which one of the following principles provides the most help as you 

wrestle with the existence of hell? 

 God’s unfailing love and compassion demonstrate emphatically that He 

doesn’t want anyone to go to hell or miss out on the remarkable benefits of 

His presence, which produces peace, joy, security and pleasure. (Psalm 

16:11,Lamentations 3:31-33, John 3:16-17,10:10, 1 Timothy 4:10, 2 Peter 3:9) 

 God is just and no one will end up in hell that does not deserve it. Hell is a 

place without God’s loving rule, which is precisely what people who go there 

have rejected. None of us are perfect, none of us deserve to live in God’s 

perfect world, because “nothing impure will ever enter it” (Revelation 21:27). 

A loving God is perfectly just to hold everyone including you and me           

accountable for rebellion. Just as it’s fair that a lawbreaker in this country   

faces punishment, so it’s fair that we who live in God’s world and break His 

rules face His discipline.  Even though we all deserve punishment and        

deserve to go to hell, God provided a way through the perfect substitute. He 

loves the world enough to punish wrongdoing, and He loves people enough 

to take the punishment Himself.  (Romans 3:23,Romans 5:8) 

 God gives everyone a choice and He will graciously allow anyone to reject 

Him, but He provides a way of escape which makes hell completely         

avoidable. (John 3:16-19) 

 

How should we respond: 

 If you believe that hell is a real place that is truly awful, then how can 

we not care about people that will end up there? 

 

 In what ways does what you personally believe about eternity impact 

how you live today? 

 

 Which one of the following reasons do you find to be the most      

compelling reason to talk to people about hell? 

1. We want people to be able to enjoy life with God forever. 

2. Hell is avoidable because of what Jesus did on the cross. 
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Bonus Questions for Serious Students: 
 Eternity is a concept more difficult than the human mind has the ability 

to comprehend. How do you reconcile eternal conscious punishment  

with the love of God? What would you say to a person that honestly 

believes that if God were humane, then He would reform bad people or 

just annihilate them instead of punishing them forever for the mistakes 

they made in a short lifetime?  

 

 There are three primary ways people interpret the disturbing images of 
hell. Look at all three views and tell us which one is your  current        
position. Make sure you answer the question in bold.   

1. The mythological view argues that intelligent people have moved beyond        
Roman, Pagan myths and scare tactics to control the uneducated masses. The idea 
of a good God sending people to eternal torture is fiction on par with stories about  
Santa or the Tooth Fairy. If you hold to this view, what do you do with the numer-
ous passages throughout the scripture and the teaching of Jesus? 
 

Honest Christians that take the Bible seriously disagree about some 
of the finer nuances of the literal and metaphorical interpretations of 
hell’s darkness, fire, and suffering. But almost all agree the main 
point of the New Testament teaching concerning hell is that it is            
miserable, terrifying, and avoidable? 
 
2. The literal view argues that the best approach is to take the text at face value      
without domesticating or softening the impact. If you take the literal view and 
dogmatically insist that all the descriptions of hell must be interpreted literally, 
what do you do with the images of fire and darkness? How do they exist at the 
same time? 
 
3. The metaphorical view argues that the best way to understand the text is       
figuratively, because the authors of scripture are depicting another realm that is 
completely foreign to our understanding, in the same way you would need to    
explain a sophisticated smart phone to a person living in a remote place without 
technology.  If you take them metaphorically, how do you decide what the author 
intended to communicate? Evaluating metaphorical interpretations requires some 
nuance. What would you say to someone that says “darkness,” “fire,” and 
“suffering” are only metaphors to minimize the shock and fear that the images  
produce because hell is not really that bad? What would you say to someone that 
says “darkness,” “fire,” and “suffering” are metaphors to increase the understand-
ing, because the reality they are trying to describe is worse than they can put into 
words? 
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