
   

Opening Questions: 
 What’s the most embarrassing fashion trend you used to rock? 

 

 

 What’s the most out-of-character thing you’ve ever done? 

 

Questions from the sermon: 
 What did Pastor Dan say that caught your attention? 

 

 What do you need to apply from the sermon? 

 

Gen 

General Questions: 
Read Isaiah 64:6,Romans 3:9-23; 6:19-23 

 How would you compare the description of sin and the         
condition of sinners to the definition widely held of both today? 

 

 Where do these passages leave “good people”?  

 

 If every person has a disease called sin and the wages of that 
sin is death, what does a person deserve from God? 

 

 Do you think that the things you have done are “bad enough”  
that they should separate you from God or deserve such a     
severe punishment as death? (The word death means             
separation from God.) 

 

 Why doesn’t God just close His eyes and pretend that you and I 
have not violated His standard? Would you want to follow  a 
God who randomly altered the rules and made exceptions? 
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 Holiness demands that sin be punished. Mercy compels that 
the sinner be loved. How can God do both? 

 

 How can God offer mercy without endorsing rebellion?  How 
can God forgive people without lowering His standard? 

 

How should we respond: 

 What comes to your mind when you read what Max Lucado 

writes about the achievement of God? He says, “God does not 

condone sin nor does He compromise His standard.  He does not 

ignore our rebellion, nor does he relax his demands.  Rather than 

dismiss our sin, he assumes our sin and, incredibly, sentences Him-

self.  God’s holiness is honored. Our sin is punished… and we are 

redeemed. God does what we cannot do so we can be what we 

dare not even dream: be His children”.  

 

 The Bible gives us different images to describe the work that 
Jesus did to remove our sins and provide salvation. Which of 
the six following images is the most meaningful image to 
you? Why? 

1) If we think of sin as breaking the law, then the crucifixion was 
payment of a penalty. 

2) If we think of sin as a violation of God’s holiness, then we can 
view Jesus as an atoning sacrifice. God did everything that was 
necessary to repair the broken relationship. 

3) If sin makes us dirty, then Jesus’ blood makes us clean. 

4) If sin is bondage, then Jesus is the victorious rescuer that has 
come to free us from prison. 

5) If sin creates hostility, Jesus brings reconciliation. 

6) If we see sin as ignorance or stupidity, then Jesus is the one who 
guides us and makes us wise.  
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Bonus Questions for Serious Students: 
Read Isaiah 42:1-9, Isaiah 53:1-12 and Psalm 22:1-31 

 How is it possible that all of these Old Testament passages contain 
detailed accounts of the kind of death Jesus was going to die? 

  

 If the crucifixion was not an afterthought but a crucial element in 
the plan of God from the beginning, why do so many people still 
refuse to see it in the Old Testament? 

 

 When you read Psalm 22:1-31 it sounds like it was written at the 
foot of the cross. Now read either Matthew 27:32-56, Mark 15:21-
41, Luke 23:26-49 or John 19:16-37 and compare the gospel         
account to the Psalm and write as many of the details as you can. 

 

Read Luke 24:1-12, 33-53, 1 Corinthians 15:1-19 

 What does it matter if Jesus rose from the dead? 

 

 What do these scriptures say about people that are placing their 
trust in Jesus if He did not rise from the dead? 

 

 What proof is there for the resurrection? 

 

 Have you ever attended a funeral of a person that rejected God? 
What was it like? Have you ever attended a funeral for a person 
that lived with the promise of the resurrection ? What was the 
difference between the two funerals? 
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