
  

 

  

 





    

 
to a ten week study called Inverted: living 

right-side up in an upside-down world 
 

 
  

How do we know what is true and who to trust? We find ourselves 

living in a moment with a growing cultural divide between political 

parties, economic philosophies, and competing worldviews. Throw in 

a global pandemic, racial tension, and angry outbursts and there 

seems to be a fire keg ready to explode. The chasm is deep, the 

rhetoric destructive, and the intensity is increasing. Everyone is being 

pressured to pick a side and take a stand, then to yell as loudly as they 

can, drowning out the voices of the opposition. Is there a better way? 

Do we owe our allegiance to this world and its competing kingdoms? 

Join us for a 10-week in-depth look at two of the best known but least 

understood sermons of Jesus.  Discover a clear path forward and a 

life worth living in the Sermon on the Mount. Uncover hope and 

order your priorities in the Olivet Discourse.  You can live right-side up 

in a world that is upside down. 
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How to get the most out of this study 

We have designed four essential pieces that work together to create a  

meaningful experience. Start by doing the homework section. Each of the 

first five weeks you will read the selected scripture passages and answer the 

same seven questions. If you want to go deeper there are optional scriptures 

that will  enhance your understanding.  When you are studying the Sermon 

on the Mount the questions will help you see five different topics through 

the lens of the highest values, internal motivation and expected  results of 

the Kingdom Jesus came to offer. During the Olivet Discourse you will an-

swer the same seven questions to look at the future return of the King and 

how to get ready and remain faithful to His kingdom. Don’t worry if you can’t 

answer all of the questions each week. Jesus sets up an entirely different 

way of viewing reality and prioritizing what really matters.   

 

After you have completed your homework then read the selected scriptures 

at least two more times and answer the discussion questions to prepare for 

meaningful conversations in your Life Group.  Take your time and wrestle 

with each of the questions. Third, watch the teaching and take notes. We 

have provided two pages every week so you can record your observations, 

insights and questions. Finally meet in your Life Group to discuss the     

homework, discussion questions and teaching. We all need a place to belong 

and people to do life together.  Something powerful takes place when we 

spend time in God’s presence and taste His goodness. God's Word, com-

bined with obedient action, will transform any life! 
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Homework for Week #1: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

should treat their enemies.  

Read Luke 6:27-36    

Optional Scriptures: Matthew 5:43-48,  Romans 12:9-21, 1 Peter 3:8-12 

 Highest Values: How should your priorities change?  What does Jesus want 

you to pursue? 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Motivation: What drives you to live differently? What gives you the 

power to live out His teaching?  

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Results: What should the final product look like? If you live out His 

teaching, what will you end up with? How should your perspective change? 

             WEEK #1: ENEMIES 
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Discussion Questions for Week #1:  

Read Luke 6:27-36 

• What do you hope to get out of this study? 

 

 

 

Your enemy can be the person that hates you, persecutes you and makes your life 

miserable. Or your enemy can be the person you find yourself at odds with, the   per-

son that annoys you, the person that bothers you, the person that has wounded,  

betrayed or done something hard to shake off.   

 

• Why are Christians so uncomfortable admitting that we have enemies? We could 

also practically ask "who is your enemy?"  

 

 

 

• What are some of the risks of trying to love your enemies? 

 

 

 

• What are the possible benefits of loving your enemies? 

 

 

 

• Why do so many people try and find ways to get out of obeying Jesus’s           

command to love your enemies? 

 

 

             WEEK #1: ENEMIES 
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• In Luke 6:27-30 is Jesus is literally asking His followers to give away their clothes 

and surrender their property and love the people that are actively trying to harm 

them or is He using exaggerated language of overstatement and hyperbole to 

make a point and challenge their way of thinking? Why? 

 

 

• Why does Jesus contrast the love He is asking His followers to give with what 

non believers normally do? What two promises does Jesus give to His followers if 

they love without expecting anything in return?  

 

 

• If God is calling His followers to love without the expectations of getting            

anything in return, how should we treat the people that oppose us and              

persecute us because of our faith? 

 

 

 

• How would our relationships change if we loved the people in our lives              

unconditionally even when they annoy us, irritate us and treat us badly? 

 

 

 

• When you get hurt in a relationship, what do you normally do? Read Romans          

12:9-21 How does Paul apply this principle to people that persecute us?   

 

 

 

• Read 1 Peter 3:8-12. How does Peter apply this principle to conversations? How 

do you bless someone that insults you?  

                    WEEK #1: ENEMIES 
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Teaching Week #1—How do you love your enemies? 

 

                    WEEK #1: ENEMIES 
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Teaching Week #1—How do you love your enemies? 

 

WEEK #1: ENEMIES 



10 
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Homework for Week #2: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

should respond to judging.  

Read Luke 6:37-42    

Optional Scriptures: Matthew 7:1-6 

 Highest Values: How should your priorities change?  What does Jesus want 

you to pursue? 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Motivation: What drives you to live differently? What gives you the 

power to live out His teaching?  

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Results: What should the final product look like? If you live out His 

teaching, what will you end up with? How should your perspective change? 

WEEK #2: JUDGING 
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Discussion Questions for Week #2:  

Read Luke 6:37-42 

• Talk about a time when someone else’s first impression of you was wrong. Did 

they ever realize how they unfairly sized you up and apologize? If you could have 

changed their impression, what would you have said? 

 

 

 

• What impact have judgmental Christians had on the reputation of Christians? 

 

 

 

 

• What is the difference between evaluating and judging?   

 

 

 

 

• What is one group of people you tend to judge? Why is it so tempting for you to 

judge them?  

 

 

 

 

• When you judge others do you tend to write them off and condemn their          

behavior or walk away and ignore them? Why do you think you respond the way 

you do? 

 

WEEK #2: JUDGING 



  13 

• Why is it so much easier to focus on the little things wrong with another person 

(the splinter) than it is to pay attention to the big things wrong with us (the 

plank) ? 

 

 

 

• Why is it so difficult for people to take ownership of their own shortcomings? 

 

 

 

 

• What does Jesus teach about judging others besides ‘stop doing it’? 

 

 

 

 

• Has anyone tried to give you feedback within the last two months ? How did you 

respond? 

 

 

 

• Does anyone have any feedback that you would do well to listen to but you have 

written them off because the way they brought it up to you felt judgmental? 

 

 

 

• Evaluation and feedback are essential to growth and maturity. What is one thing 

you can do this week to listen to the feedback you’ve received and begin to make 

changes? 

WEEK #2: JUDGING 
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Teaching Week #2—Why should you stop judging? 

WEEK #2: JUDGING 
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Teaching Week #2—Why should you stop judging? 

WEEK #2: JUDGING 
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Homework for Week #3: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

should recognize fruit.  

Read Luke 6:43-45   

Optional Scriptures: Matthew 7:16-20  

 Highest Values: How should your priorities change?  What does Jesus want 

you to pursue? 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Motivation: What drives you to live differently? What gives you the 

power to live out His teaching?  

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Results: What should the final product look like? If you live out His 

teaching, what will you end up with? How should your perspective change? 

WEEK #3: FRUIT 
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Discussion Questions for Week #3:  

Read Luke 6:43-45 

• Explain the analogy Jesus is making between the fruit a tree bears and what    
people produce. 

 

 

 

• Read Matthew 7:15-16.  The verses in Matthew are precursor verses on the same 
subject as those found in Luke. In them, Jesus gives a warning.  How can we use 
the fruit analogy Jesus gives us to help us discern what to accept from others? 

 

 

 

• Read Matthew 7:17-19.  Jesus says that every diseased tree is cut down and used 
for firewood, but every healthy tree bears good fruit.  In the Luke passage, we 
see the fruit is a metaphor for what people produce.  Discuss how one might stay 
“healthy” and produce “good fruit.” 

 

 

• In Luke 6:45, Jesus tells us that the treasure we hold in our hearts is what we   
produce from ourselves (good or evil). Most people would view their hearts as 
good but Jesus gives us a test. What is that test? How can we use that test on 
ourselves as well as others? 

 

 

• Summarize Jesus’ main point in one sentence 

 

WEEK #3: FRUIT 
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• What does it mean that people speak out of the overflow of the heart? 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 12:33-37 

• In His anger with the Pharisees, Jesus asks them how someone can speak good 
when they are evil. In verse 35, He explains the same treasure analogy we see     
earlier in Matthew. Discuss how you think the Pharisees saw themselves. 

 

 

 

• In verses 36-37, Jesus explains that one day we will all give an account for every 
word we speak, and by those words, we will either be condemned or justified 
(another way of saying someone is righteous). Discuss what Jesus means by this. 

 

 

 

• How do we know the condition of our own heart? 

 

 

 

• Read Proverbs 4:23. Why does Solomon tell people to guard their heart above     
everything else? 

WEEK #3: FRUIT 



20 

Teaching Week #3—How do you recognize fruit? 

WEEK #3: FRUIT 
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Teaching Week #3—How do you recognize fruit? 

WEEK #3: FRUIT 
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  23 

Homework for Week #4: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

build the proper foundation.  

Read Luke 6:46-49    

Optional Scriptures: Matthew 7:24-27 

 Highest Values: How should your priorities change?  What does Jesus want 

you to pursue? 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Motivation: What drives you to live differently? What gives you the 

power to live out His teaching?  

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Results: What should the final product look like? If you live out His 

teaching, what will you end up with? How should your perspective change? 

WEEK #4: FOUNDATION 
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Discussion Questions for Week #4:  

Read Luke 6:46-49 

• In verse 46, Jesus asks the crowd why they say “Lord, Lord,” but don’t do what 
He says. Similarly, in Matthew 7:21, Jesus gives a stern warning that those who 
call Him “Lord, Lord” will not necessarily enter the kingdom of heaven. Paul tells 
us (in Romans 10:9) that we must confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord, but 
there must also be belief in our hearts. Discuss what is likely happening here and 
what type of people Jesus is addressing in these verses. 

 

 

• Jesus does not pull any punches. He is clearly telling everyone that you must do 
what He says to be His follower. How is it possible to hear about Jesus but don’t 
really know Him?  

 

 

 

• In verses 47 and 48, Jesus compares those who follow what He says with a man 
building a house on the rock. What was His point? 

 

 

 

• In verse 47, the man is laying the foundation of his house on the rock – some-
thing sturdy that will not move. How does this relate to doing what Jesus says? 

 

 

WEEK #4: FOUNDATION 
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• In order to lay that foundation on the rock, the man “dug deep.” This implies the 
rock was not sitting on the surface and it may have required significant work to 
get to the rock.  How might we “dig deep” when doing what Jesus says? 

 

 

 

• If we are to follow Jesus’ words, it’s important to understand what words He’s 
talking about. Discuss what Jesus means by “His words.” Are we looking for the 
red letters in our Bibles, or does 2 Timothy 3:16-17 expand Jesus’ words? 

 

 

 

• In verse 48, Jesus uses an analogy of a flood arising and of streams breaking 
against the house.  To what can we compare these waters within our own lives? 

 

 

 

• What would you  need to change in order to endure persecution and opposition? 

 

 

 

• In verse 49, Jesus compares someone who does not follow what He says with a 
man who built a house with no foundation (or built it on the sand in Matthew 
7:26). Compare the preoperational efforts of both builders and relate them to 
following Jesus’ words. 

WEEK #4: FOUNDATION 
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Teaching Week #4—How do you build the proper foundation? 

WEEK #4: FOUNDATION 
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Teaching Week #4—How do you build the proper foundation? 

WEEK #4: FOUNDATION 
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Homework for Week #5: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

should loosen the grip of worry.  

Read Matthew 6:25-34   

Optional Scriptures: Luke 12:22-34 

 Highest Values: How should your priorities change?  What does Jesus want 

you to pursue? 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Motivation: What drives you to live differently? What gives you the 

power to live out His teaching?  

 

 

 

 

 

Expected Results: What should the final product look like? If you live out His 

teaching, what will you end up with? How should your perspective change? 

WEEK #5: WORRY 
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Discussion Questions for Week #5:  

Read Matthew 6:25-34 

• It seems like more young people today are riddled with anxiety and worry than in 
the last two decades. Do you think we have a cultural problem with ‘worry’? Why 
or why not? 

 

 

• What are some of your present concerns?  Think about what keeps you up at 

night or wakes you up early in the morning. What are you worrying about now 

that  makes it difficult for you to sleep? 

 

 

 

• If worry cannot change the past or control the future and only makes us           

miserable in the present, why does it have such a grip on us? 

 

 

 

• Is it possible to completely eliminate worry or should we settle for minimizing its 

miserable impact? 

 

 

 

• What is Jesus’ main point and how does that loosen the grip of worry in your life? 

How can His teaching help us in this extended season of uncertainty? 

 

 

 

 

WEEK #5: WORRY 
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• Reread Matthew 6:26-27. What point is Jesus making when He tells His followers 
to look at the birds? What has God given to human beings that He hasn't given to 
any other part of nature? 

 
 
 
 
• What role does your ability to anticipate the future and plan for tomorrow play in 

your capacity for worry? 
 

 
 
 
 
• Your life is precious to God and He delights in every single detail of your life! 

What kind of an impact would it have on you if you genuinely understood how 

valuable you are to God? 

 

 

 

• Why should you stop worrying? Jesus gave three practical reasons why you 

should not worry. Which one of the three do you think could help you the most? 

(Worry does not work. Worry makes things worse. Worry will rob you of your 

well-being.) 

 

 

 

 

• What should we be doing instead of worrying? (Hint: verses 33-34) 

WEEK #5: WORRY 
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Teaching Week #5—How do you loosen the grip of worry? 

WEEK #5: WORRY 



  33 

Teaching Week #5—How do you loosen the grip of worry? 

WEEK #5: WORRY 
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Homework for Week #6: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of what are the signs of the 

King’s return.  

Read Matthew 24:1-14     

Optional Scriptures: Mark 13:1-19 Luke 21:5-24  

Future Kingdom: What does Jesus teach about the future?  How should your 

perspective change? What did you learn about the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready: What does it look like to prepare for His return? What needs your 

focus and attention?   

 

 

 

 

 

Remain Faithful: What does a faithful person look like? What does He     

promise to the faithful?  

WEEK #6: SIGNS 
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Discussion Questions for Week #6:  

Read Matthew 24:1-14 

In the first two verses of Matthew 24, Jesus foretells the destruction of the temple 
(which occurred in 70 AD when the Romans invaded Jerusalem).  The last time the   
temple was destroyed, it marked the beginning of the Jewish captivity in Babylon (2 
Kings 25:8-9).  The news Jesus foretold would have been devastating to the disciples 
and could have meant the end times. 

 

• The disciples, anxious to find answers about what Jesus revealed about the temple, 
ask for signs of Jesus’ coming and the end of the age. Jesus gives them a warning in 
verses 4-5. What is this warning? 

 

 

• It might be easy to overlook this warning, but as we look back through church      
history, we see that it’s occurred many times.  Discuss what it might look like in to-
day’s modern age? 

 

 

 

• What will happen to followers of Jesus in verses 9-10? What would have to happen 
to your faith to be able to remain strong during persecution?  

 

 

 

• Jesus continues by describing “the beginnings of the birth pains.” Describe the pains 
and discuss if/how we’ve seen them in the past or today. 

 

WEEK #6: SIGNS 
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• In verse 9, Jesus warns His disciples of the tribulation they will personally experi-
ence. Read Mark 13:9-11 and discuss how their tribulation furthered God’s pur-
pose. How could the same hold true for any tribulation we may encounter? 

 

 

 

• What did Jesus say would happen to the temple? Why was that such a big 

deal? What are some of the  “signs” that will precede Jesus’ return (Matthew 

24:14, Mark 13:7-8, 22-25, 1 John 2:18)? Which of these signs stands out to you the 

most and why?  

 

 

• As we think about ‘end times’ and Jesus returning, why do you think that 
we so often want to know when it will happen rather than how we should 
prepare for it? 

 

 

 

• Verses 10-13 describe more tribulations that the world must endure before Jesus’ 
second coming. Discuss each tribulation and how we as Christians might prepare 
or comfort fellow brothers and sisters in Christ who must endure this tribulation. 

 

 

 

• Jesus tells us in verse 14 that the gospel will be proclaimed to all people before 
His return. In light of Matthew 28:19-20, how can you participate personally (or as 
a group) in aiding in the spread of the gospel? 

WEEK #6: SIGNS 
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Teaching Week #6—What are the signs? 

WEEK #6: SIGNS 
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Teaching Week #6—What are the signs? 

WEEK #6: SIGNS 
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Homework for Week #7: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of what are the signs of the 

King’s return.  

Read Matthew 24:15-35     

Optional Scriptures: Mark 13:20-31; Luke 21:25-27  

Future Kingdom: What does Jesus teach about the future?  How should your      

perspective change? What did you learn about the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready: What does it look like to prepare for His return? What needs your 

focus and attention?   

 

 

 

 

 

Remain Faithful: What does a faithful person look like? What does He      

promise to the faithful?  

WEEK #7: RETURN 
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Discussion Questions for Week #7:  

Read Matthew 24:15-34 

• What are some of the dangerous deceptions Christians need to guard against? 

 

 

• Why will all the nations mourn when Jesus returns? The kingdom of heaven is on 

a collision course with the kingdoms and powers of this world. In what ways 

should the powers of this world be afraid? 

 

• Jesus focuses His attention on two main events. He starts with the destruction of 

Jerusalem and then He discusses the second coming. Why did Jesus mingle those 

two things together? What does the destruction of the temple have to do with 

His return to the earth?  

 

 

• The first time Jesus came to earth He came in humility as a servant willing to   

provide rescue  for the world.  The second time He comes it will be characterized 

by strength and power. Are you prepared for that moment?  

 

 

• When Jesus returns to earth to hold everyone accountable  does the thought of 

that moment strike fear in your heart or are you looking forward to a great       

celebration? Why? 

 

WEEK #7: RETURNS 
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• What does the abomination that causes desolation spoken of through the 
prophet Daniel refer to (Daniel 8:13, 9:27, 11:31, 12:11,) and what should the 
followers of Jesus do when they see it?  

 

 

• Why does Jesus continually warn His disciples about the dangers of          
deception, false messiahs and prophets? How do we discern between the 
truth and lies?  

 

 

 

• What does Jesus say will accompany His return in Matthew 24:26 -29? Will it 
be possible to miss His return?  

 

 

 

• What is the lesson of the fig tree?  

 

 

 

• This world and everything in it is temporary and passing away but God ’s 

word and His Kingdom are permanent and will last forever. How do we 

build our lives on the things that are eternal and will last? What might be the 

clues or warnings that we are over-investing in things that are temporary?  

WEEK #7: RETURN 
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Teaching Week #7—How do you live until the King returns? 

WEEK #7: RETURN 
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Teaching Week #7—How do you live until the King returns? 

WEEK #7: RETURN 
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Homework for Week #8: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

should respond to uncertainty.  

Read Matthew 24:36-51   

Optional Scriptures: Mark 13:32-37 

 Future Kingdom: What does Jesus teach about the future?  How should your      

perspective change? What did you learn about the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready: What does it look like to prepare for His return? What needs your 

focus and attention?   

 

 

 

 

 

Remain Faithful: What does a faithful person look like? What does He prom-

ise to the faithful?  

WEEK #8: UNCERTAINTY 
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Discussion Questions for Week #8:  

Read Matthew 24:36-39 

• Recall in verse 3 of this chapter that the disciples were anxious to know the time 
of Jesus’ second coming. It is in these verses that Jesus responds to their query. 

 

 

• Read verse 36.  Who knows when Jesus will return? If no one knows when Jesus 
will return, what should we do instead of trying to set dates?  

 

 

 

• In verses 37-39, Jesus relates to the days of Noah. In light of these verses, de-
scribe the people’s actions before the rains came.  How are things different today 
as we await Jesus’ second coming? 

 

 

 

• Jesus tells us in verses 42-44 that if a master knew precisely the time of night his 
house would be broken into, he would be ready and on guard. Unfortunately, a 
thief doesn’t typically schedule his break-ins with the owners of the house.  So, 
Jesus says to be ready. 

 

 

 

• Read Mark 13:33-37. Discuss how we can “stay awake.” 

 

 

WEEK #8: UNCERTAINTY 
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Read Matthew 24:45-51 

• Jesus gives us a parable of a faithful servant and a wicked servant in verses 45-51. 
He says the faithful and wise servant is blessed. How can we be that servant? 

 

 

 

• In contrast, Jesus also describes the wicked servant who acts out because his 
master is running late. Given the servant's actions and the master’s reaction 
(throwing the servant into the place with weeping and gnashing of teeth – a typi-
cal description of eternal damnation), does the servant truly serve the master? 
Discuss how our behavior may reflect where our loyalty lies. 

 

 

 

• How can you remain faithful when we do not know how long we will have to 
wait? 

 

 

 

• Why do people continually set dates when Jesus says over and over we will not 
know when He will return? 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK #8: UNCERTAINTY 
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Teaching Week #8—What do you do with the uncertainty? 

WEEK #8: UNCERTAINTY 
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Teaching Week #8—What do you do with the uncertainty? 

WEEK #8: UNCERTAINTY 
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Homework for Week #9: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

are to get ready.  

Read Matthew 25:1-13   

Optional Scriptures: Luke 12:35-40 

 Future Kingdom: What does Jesus teach about the future?  How should your      

perspective change? What did you learn about the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready: What does it look like to prepare for His return? What needs your 

focus and attention?   

 

 

 

 

 

Remain Faithful: What does a faithful person look like? What does He prom-

ise to the faithful?  

WEEK #9: READY 
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Discussion Questions for Week #9:  

• When you get tired, what do you do to make sure you stay awake? 

 

 

 

• What is the main point that Jesus is making with this parable?  

 

 

 

• Jesus divided the 10 young ladies into two groups. One group was wise and the 
other foolish. How were the two groups similar and how were they different? 

 

 

 

 

• This parable has a difficult ending for the five foolish bridesmaids who are not 

allowed to borrow oil or enter when they were unprepared and late. What does 

this  say about the importance of being ready when Jesus returns? 

 

 

• What does Jesus mean when he says in verse 12, “Truly I tell you, I don’t know 

you?” How can we be sure we know Jesus and He knows us? 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK #9: READY 
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• What keeps the people you know from being ready for the return of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

• How can we help people be prepared for the return of Christ which will be the 

most important days they will ever face?  

 

 

 

• Do you think a reasonable application for this parable is that spiritual preparation 

for His return cannot be bought or borrowed. Everyone needs a personal          

relationship  with God through the power of the Holy Spirit. The individual deci-

sion must be followed by outward evidence?  

 

 

• Read 2 Peter 3:3-9.  Peter says, “scoffers will come and say ‘where is this coming 

He promised’”. What did Peter say God will do and why He is taking an extended 

time to come back? 

 

• Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-5:2 and Revelation 1:7-14. What is one thing that you 

can change that will better prepare you for Jesus’ return?  

WEEK #9: READY 
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Teaching Week #9—How do you get ready? 

WEEK #9: READY 
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Teaching Week #9—How do you get ready? 

WEEK #9: READY 
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Homework for Week #10: 

Read the following scriptures through the lens of how the followers of Jesus 

remain faithful.  

Read Matthew 25:14-30   

Optional Scriptures: Luke 19:1-27 

 Future Kingdom: What does Jesus teach about the future?  How should your      

perspective change? What did you learn about the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Ready: What does it look like to prepare for His return? What needs your 

focus and attention?   

 

 

 

 

 

Remain Faithful: What does a faithful person look like? What does He prom-

ise to the faithful?  

WEEK #10: FAITHFUL 
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Discussion Questions for Week #10:  

Read Matthew 25:14-30 & Luke 19:1-27  

Recall that Jesus is using parables to prompt us to be ready for His return. In this para-
ble, a man entrusts a number of talents (money) to his servants. It’s interesting to note 
that one talent is the equivalent to 20 years of earnings for a common laborer. 

 

• In verses 15-18, Jesus tells what each servant was entrusted with and what each 
servant did with what they were given. Though the parable speaks of money, we 
know the meaning reaches beyond money.  How can we apply the talents in the 
parable to what God has entrusted to us? 

 

 

• Call out some of the “talents” God has entrusted to you. (If you have a difficult time 
seeing them, ask someone close to you to point them out.) 

 

 

• Upon the master’s return, he came to the servants and looked to see what they had 
done with what they were given. In verses 21 and 23, we see the master’s response 
to the servants who returned more to the master than they were given. What was 
that response? 

 

 

• How can you use the “talents” you called out above for the Master? What does it 
mean to you that God has trusted you with the Gospel and some very valua-
ble talents? How do you see those talents being exercised? Where might 
there be more opportunities to ‘put them to work’ for God especially in the 
current challenges that we’re experiencing? 

WEEK #10: FAITHFUL 
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• What are the biggest blocks to putting your talents to work? Why is fear a 
dangerous motivator? 

 

 

 

• How are the servant’s responses similar to how people respond today?  

 

 

 

Keep in mind the value of a talent. The first servant was entrusted with 100 years of 
wages, the second servant received 40 years of wages, and the third servant received 
20 years of wages. In the master’s eyes, this was seen as a “little.” 

 

• The first and second servants worked with the talents and doubled what they had 
received but the third servant buried his talent in the sand. What point was Jesus 
making? 

 

 

 

• Given the master’s response in verse 30 (which is the typical description of eternal 
damnation), what can we gather about the third servant’s true loyalty to his       
master? 
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Teaching Week #10—How do you remain faithful? 
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Teaching Week #10—How do you remain faithful? 
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What do I need to change to live right-side up in an upside-down world? 
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