
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PCC Family, 
  
On behalf of the Shepherds, I want to thank everyone who participated in the 
candidating weekend with Danny Schaffner.  Whether through the services, connection 
opportunities, or the dialogue, the work of the Spirit was evident all weekend long. I pray 
that you also sensed God’s hand and presence as we collectively discerned His calling 
for the future of Plymouth Covenant Church.  
 
Following the dialogue meeting, the weekend culminated in a vote extended to all 
official members of the church.  We are excited to let you know that through that the call 
to Danny Schaffner was officially affirmed.  After sharing this with Danny, and walking 
through all the specifics, Danny has officially accepted the call and will be joining 
Plymouth Covenant Church as the next Lead Pastor.  
 
We are so grateful for God’s faithfulness throughout this process.  He has gone before 
us in many ways to make this happen and these are truly blessed times for Plymouth 
Covenant Church. 
 
Danny is eager to get started and begin building relationships.  So much so that he is 
going to jump in almost immediately.  Over the next few weeks as he works to close the 
chapter in Illinois and begin the story at Plymouth Covenant he will be back and forth 
between Champaign IL and Plymouth.  You can expect to start seeing him around the 
church on weekdays for parts of November, and then on all but one weekend in 
December.  His first official weekend in the pulpit will be the weekend of December 
11th and he and Dan will continue to share the pulpit throughout the transition.     
 
These are truly exciting and bittersweet times for our church.  We are excited about 
Danny and what he means for the future of PCC. At the same time, we are sad to see 
Dan Johnson’s time as the Senior Leader enter its final phase.  The impact that God 
has had through Dan’s leadership has been truly remarkable. Be it the countless lives 
that have been transformed for Christ through his leadership, or his faithfulness to 
embark on this succession journey 3 years ago, Dan’s obedience to God’s call on his 
life has forever impacted this church.  We will forever be grateful to Dan and are 
especially glad that he will stay a part of our family and pastoral team moving forward.  
 
Dan and Danny will now enter into a roughly 6-month transition season.  Over that time 
Dan will continue to serve as the Senior Pastor with the focus on Danny using that time 



to familiarize himself with the day-to-day experience and operations of the church while 
Dan transitions key responsibilities over to him. The current plan is to have that process 
completed with all Lead Pastor responsibilities transitioned by June 2022.  At that time 
Dan and Cindy have planned some time away to travel in their new camper before he 
assumes his new role as the pastor to the Connection.  
 
Please join us in welcoming Danny and the Schaffner family to Plymouth Covenant. We 
also ask that you keep the Johnson’s, the Schaffner’s, the staff, and the church in your 
prayers during this season of transition.  
 
May our eyes stay focused on God’s will, and may we glorify Him in all that we do. 
Blessings, 
  
Kyle Olson & The Shepherd Team 
 


