
Thrive ‘22 
Breakout session: Stretch: Holding the Tension of Grace and Truth with Love 
Breakout Leader: Danny Schaffner, Jr.   
 
Description: We live in a polarized world. Bears vs Packers. Ford vs. Chevy. 
Republican vs. Democrat. Is it possible to connect with people different than us? Can 
we see beyond the ideologies and connect with the individual? There is mission of 
ministry that God has called us all to be a part of, yet many of us have pulled back from 
the people around us. God is calling the church to lead by example in a polarized world. 
Learn how to lead with grace, stand in truth, and love beyond reason. 
 
Stretch part 1  

• John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

 
• John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.  

 
The tension of     and       is held in the tension of  
     .  
 
A Jesus Paradigm: A Love Beyond Reason… 
 
Jesus Mission: John 15:9-14 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command.  
 
We have a Jesus       . We need Jesus’       
and      .  
 
Jesus Motivation: The son of man came to… 

a) S     and g   … Matthew 20:28 
b) S     and s   …Luke 19:10  

 
Jesus’s Message: Matthew 5:38-42   Matthew 5:43-48   Luke 6:27-36  
(Passages that show Jesus’ mission: Luke 15, Luke 10:25-27, John 4:1-37,…)  
 

• What does this say about      ? 
• What does this say about     ? 
• What is         I must take in the next week?  



 
Stretch part 2  
 
Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his 
good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
Tension is a catalyst towards maturation of disciples.  
 
Romans 12:21 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be 
devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in 
need. Practice hospitality.14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in 
harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of 
low position.[c] Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do 
what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live 
at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for 
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the 
contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good. 
 
What does this say about God? 
What does this say about humanity? 
What is one action step I must take in the next week?  
 
12-day challenge: Read all of Romans 12, every day for 12 days.  


